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ATTORNEYS AT LAW

SACRAMENTO

ELIZABETH P. EWENS (SB #213046)
elizabeth.ewens@stoel.com

MICHAEL B. BROWN (SB #179222)
michael.brown@stoel.com

STOEL RIVES Lrp

500 Capitol Mall, Suite 1600
Sacramento, CA 95814

Telephone: 916.447.0700

Facsimile: 916.447.4781

Attorneys for
City of Ontario

FEE EXEMPT

EXEMPT FROM FILING FEES
PURSUANT TO GOV. CODE, § 6103

SUPERIOR COURT OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA

COUNTY OF SAN BERNARDINO

CHINO BASIN MUNICIPAL WATER
DISTRICT,

Plaintiff,
V.
CITY OF CHINO, et al.,

Defendants.
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CASE NO. RCVRS 51010

[ASSIGNED FOR ALL PURPOSES TO THE
HONORABLE GILBERT G. OCHOA]

CITY OF ONTARIO’S EVIDENTIARY
OBJECTIONS TO INLAND EMPIRE
UTILITIES AGENCY’S EVIDENCE
SUBMITTED IN SUPPORT OF ITS
OPPOSITION TO CITY OF
ONTARIO’S MOTION FOR ORDER
DIRECTING WATERMASTER TO
CORRECT AND AMEND THE FY
2021/2022 AND 2022/2023

ASSESSMENT PACKAGES
Hearing:

Date: February 20, 2026
Time: 10:00 a.m.

Dept: R-17

ONTARIO EVIDENTIARY OBJECTIONS TO IEUA EVIDENCE ISO OPPOSITION TO ONTARIO’S MOTION
FOR ORDER -- RCVRS 51010
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City of Ontario objects as follows to Inland Empire Utilities Agency’s Evidence submitted

in support of its Opposition To City Of Ontario’s Motion For Order Directing Watermaster To

Correct And Amend The Fy 2021/2022 And 2022/2023 Assessment Packages:

DECLARATION OF EDDIE LIN IN SUPPORT OF INLAND EMPIRE
UTILITIES AGENCY’S OPPOSITION TO CITY OF ONTARIO'S MOTION FOR
ORDER DIRECTING WATERMASTER TO CORRECT AND AMEND THE FY

2021/2022 AND 2022/2023 ASSESSMENT PACKAGES

Material Objected To Grounds for Objection Ruling
1. Declaration of Eddie Lin, § 4, | Irrelevant. Evid. Code §§ 210, 350. )
page 2, line 21—page 3, line 1; Sustained:
Ex. B: Declarant’s involvement with the
IEUA and the Fiscal Year 2023-24 Overruled:
“As part of my role as Manager of | and Fiscal Year 2024-25 Annual
Water Resources, I regularly serve | Report for the Chino Basin Dry Year
as IEUA’s representative member Yield Program Operating Committee
of the five-person DYYP Operating | are irrelevant to the instant Motion,
Committee, responsible for the which seeks to enforce the Court
administration of the DYYP. In that | Appeal’s Opinion directing
capacity, I regularly solicit and Watermaster to correct and amend the
approve annual DY'YP operating FY 2021/2022 and 2022/2023
plans from participating agencies as | Assessment Packages. In its Opinion,
well as annual reports by the the Court of Appeal found that
Operating Committee. A true and Watermaster’s interpretation and
correct copy of the Fiscal Year application of the 2019 Letter
2023-24 and Fiscal Year 2024-25 Agreement to approve the Assessment
Annual Report for the Chino Basin | Packages “violated the Judgment and
Dry Year Yield Program Operating | the agreements that created the DY'Y
Committee is attached hereto as Program.”
Exhibit ‘B’.”
2. Declaration of Eddie Lin, § 5, | Irrelevant. Evid. Code §§ 210, 350. )
page 3, lines 2—12: Sustained:
MWD’s investment in the Chino
Basin is irrelevant to the instant Overruled: _

“Under the DYYP, MWD agreed to
provide an investment of
$27,500,000 to Chino Basin parties
for groundwater treatment and well
facilities in exchange for the right
of MWD to Call for the extraction
of stored imported water within the
Basin. MWD also agreed to pay an
administrative fee of currently over
$190,000 per year to CBWM to
evaluate and account for the storage
of those MWD imported water
supplies — this has amounted to
approximately $3.3 million in
administrative payments to CBWM
since the start of the DYYP. MWD
also agreed to pay operations and
power reimbursements, currently

Motion, which seeks to enforce the
Court Appeal’s Opinion directing
Watermaster to correct and amend the
FY 2021/2022 and 2022/2023
Assessment Packages. In its Opinion,
the Court of Appeal found that
Watermaster’s interpretation and
application of the 2019 Letter
Agreement to approve the Assessment
Packages “violated the Judgment and
the agreements that created the DYY

Program.”

-

ONTARIO EVIDENTIARY OBJECTIONS TO IEUA EVIDENCE ISO OPPOSITION TO ONTARIO’S MOTION
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DECLARATION OF EDDIE LIN IN SUPPORT OF INLAND EMPIRE
UTILITIES AGENCY’S OPPOSITION TO CITY OF ONTARIO'S MOTION FOR
ORDER DIRECTING WATERMASTER TO CORRECT AND AMEND THE FY
2021/2022 AND 2022/2023 ASSESSMENT PACKAGES
Material Objected To Grounds for Objection Ruling
$480 per acre-foot, to offset the Secondary Evidence Rule. Evid.
costs of participating agencies for Code § 1523.
extracting the stored imported
water under the DY YP — this has Declarant’s oral testimony regarding
amounted to approximately $34.7 the contents of the Agreement is
million in operations and power inadmissible, which speaks for itself.
reimbursements to IEUA
participating agencies since the
start of the DY YP. This amounts to
$65.5 million in total investment in
the Chino Basin region by MWD
thus far.
3. Declaration of Eddie Lin, § 6, | Irrelevant. Evid. Code §§ 210, 350. )
page 3, lines13-17: Sustained:
MWD’s storage account and purchase
“Pursuant to my role and price are irrelevant to the instant Overruled: __
involvement in administration of Motion, which seeks to enforce the
the DYYP, including my Court Appeal’s Opinion directing
participation as a member of the Watermaster to correct and amend the
Operating Committee, [ am FY 2021/2022 and 2022/2023
personally aware that the MWD Assessment Packages. In its Opinion,
DYYP storage account currently the Court of Appeal found that
holds 63,808 acre-feet of stored Watermaster’s interpretation and
imported water. The current MWD | application of the 2019 Letter
price to purchase or extract the Agreement to approve the Assessment
stored imported water is $984 per Packages “violated the Judgment and
acre-foot before the application of | the agreements that created the DY'Y
any approved operations and power | Program.”
reimbursements.
Lacks foundation and personal
knowledge; speculative. Evid. Code
§§ 403 and 702(a).
Declarant fails to lay proper
foundation or establish personal
knowledge of MWD’s DY YP storage
account or purchase price. The
testimony consists of speculation as to
MWD’s current prices to purchase or
extract the water.
4. Declaration of Eddie Lin, § 7, | Irrelevant. Evid. Code §§ 210, 350. )
page 3, lines 18-23; Ex. C: Sustained:
MVWD’s December 8, 2025, letter
“Pursuant to my role and and concerns are irrelevant to the Overruled: __
involvement in administration of instant Motion, which seeks to enforce
the DYYP, on December 8, 2025, the Court Appeal’s Opinion directing
IEUA and CBWM, as members of | Watermaster to correct and amend the
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1 DECLARATION OF EDDIE LIN IN SUPPORT OF INLAND EMPIRE
UTILITIES AGENCY’S OPPOSITION TO CITY OF ONTARIO'S MOTION FOR
2 ORDER DIRECTING WATERMASTER TO CORRECT AND AMEND THE FY
2021/2022 AND 2022/2023 ASSESSMENT PACKAGES
3 Material Objected To Grounds for Objection Ruling
4 || the Operating Committee, received | FY 2021/2022 and 2022/2023
a letter from Monte Vista Water Assessment Packages. In its Opinion,
5 || District (“MVWD”) expressing the Court of Appeal found that
MVWD’s concern related to Watermaster’s interpretation and
6 ||| mandatory performance in response | application of the 2019 Letter
to the DY YP performance Call Agreement to approve the Assessment
7 || scheduled for calendar year 2026. Packages “violated the Judgment and
A true and correct copy of the the agreements that created the DY'Y
8 || December 8, 2025, letter from Program.”
MVWD is attached hereto as
9 || Exhibit <C*.” Lacks authentication, foundation,
and personal knowledge. Evid. Code
10 §§ 403, 702(a), and 1401.
11 Declarant fails to authenticate, lay
proper foundation, or establish
12 personal knowledge for his testimony
3 or authenticate MVWD'’s letter.
Secondary Evidence Rule. Evid.
14 Code § 1523.
15 Declarant’s oral testimony regarding
the contents of the letter is
16 inadmissible, which speaks for itself.
17 |['5. Declaration of Eddie Lin, § 8, | Irrelevant. Evid. Code §§ 210, 350. )
page 3, line 24—page 4, line 2; Sustained:
18 Ex. D: Ontario’s February 4, 2026, letter and
requests are irrelevant to the instant Overruled: __
19 || “Pursuant to my role and Motion, which seeks to enforce the
involvement in administration of Court Appeal’s Opinion directing
20 || the DYYP, on February 4, 2026, Watermaster to correct and amend the
IEUA and CBWM, as members of | FY 2021/2022 and 2022/2023
21 || the Operating Committee, received | Assessment Packages. In its Opinion,
a letter from the city of Ontario the Court of Appeal found that
22 || requesting the DYYP Operating Watermaster’s interpretation and
Committee consider reasonable application of the 2019 Letter
23 || adjustments to Ontario’s Agreement to approve the Assessment
performance targets for the Packages “violated the Judgment and
24 || scheduled 2026 DYYP the agreements that created the DYY
performance Call. Ontario advised | Program.”
25 ||| that many DYYP participating
agencies are similarly situated. A
26 || true and correct copy of the
February 4, 2026, letter from
27 || Ontario is attached hereto as
’8 Exhibit ‘D’.”
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DECLARATION OF EDDIE LIN IN SUPPORT OF INLAND EMPIRE
UTILITIES AGENCY’S OPPOSITION TO CITY OF ONTARIO'S MOTION FOR
ORDER DIRECTING WATERMASTER TO CORRECT AND AMEND THE FY
2021/2022 AND 2022/2023 ASSESSMENT PACKAGES

Material Objected To Grounds for Objection Ruling

Lacks authentication, foundation,
and personal knowledge. Evid. Code
§§ 403, 702(a), and 1401.

Declarant fails to authenticate, lay
proper foundation, or establish
personal knowledge for his testimony
or authenticate Ontario’s letter.

Secondary Evidence Rule. Evid.
Code § 1523.

Declarant’s oral testimony regarding
the contents of the letter is
inadmissible, which speaks for itself.

Dated: February 11, 2026 STOEL RIVES Lrp

By: d]—\ o /’) A
ELIZABETH P. EWENS
MICHAEL B. BROWN
Attorneys for
City of Ontario
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CHINO BASIN WATERMASTER
Case No. RCVRS 51010
Chino Basin Municipal Water District v. City of Chino, et al.

PROOF OF SERVICE

| declare that:

I am employed in the County of San Bernardino, California. | am over the age of 18 years and not
a party to the action within. My business address is Chino Basin Watermaster, 9641 San
Bernardino Road, Rancho Cucamonga, California 91730; telephone (909) 484-3888.

On February 11, 2026, | served the following:

CITY OF ONTARIO’S EVIDENTIARY OBJECTIONS TO INLAND EMPIRE UTILITIES
AGENCY’S EVIDENCE SUBMITTED IN SUPPORT OF ITS OPPOSITION TO CITY OF
ONTARIO’S MOTION FOR ORDER DIRECTING WATERMASTER TO CORRECT AND
AMEND THE FY 2021/2022 AND 2022/2023 ASSESSMENT PACKAGES

BY MAIL: in said cause, by placing a true copy thereof enclosed with postage thereon
fully prepaid, for delivery by the United States Postal Service mail at Rancho
Cucamonga, California, addresses as follows:

See attached service list: Mailing List 1

BY PERSONAL SERVICE: | caused such envelope to be delivered by hand to the
addressee.

BY FACSIMILE: | transmitted said document by fax transmission from (909) 484-3890
to the fax number(s) indicated. The transmission was reported as complete on the
transmission report, which was properly issued by the transmitting fax machine.

BY ELECTRONIC MAIL: | transmitted notice of availability of electronic documents by
electronic transmission to the email address indicated. The transmission was reported
as complete on the transmission report, which was properly issued by the transmitting
electronic mail device.

See attached service list: Master Email Distribution List

| declare under penalty of perjury under the laws of the State of California that the above is true
and correct.

Executed on February 11, 2026, in Rancho Cucamonga, California.

Lo .

By: Ruby Favela Quintero
Chino Basin Watermaster




' PAUL HOFER
11248 S TURNER AVE
ONTARIO, CA 91761

JEFF PIERSON
2 HEXHAM
IRVINE, CA 92603



Ruby Favela Quintero

Contact Group NamO1 - Master Email List
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Bill Schwartz
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Bob Kuhn

Bob Kuhn

Bob Page
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City of Chino, Administration Department
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